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CHAPTER I

Preliminary

SECTION

1.
Short title.

3.
Saving of certain laws.

CHAPTER II

Interpretation
4, General rule of construction
5. Definition of certain expressions and
terms

CHAPTER III

Territorial Application of Code

6. Extent of jurisdiction of
courts.
7. Offence committed partly within and
partly beyond the
jurisdiction.
CHAPTER IV

General Rules as to Criminal

Responsibility

8. Ignorance of law

9. Bona fide claim of right
10. Intention and motive.

11. Mistake of fact.

12. Presumption of sanity
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13. Insanity

14. Intoxication

15. Immature age.

16. Judicial officers

17. Compulsion

18. Defence of person and property

19. Use of force in effecting arrest

20. Compulsion by husband

21. Persons not to be twice criminally responsible for

same offence

CHAPTER V

Parties to Offences
22. Principal offenders
23. Joint offenders

24. Counselling to commit an offence

CHAPTER VI

Punishments

25. Different kinds of punishment.
26. Imprisonment

27. Minimum sentence

28. Fines

29. Forfeiture

30. Compensation

31. Costs

32 Security for keeping the peace
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33. (Repealed)

34. Certain provisions of Criminal Procedure Code to
apply to recognisances under sections 32 and 33

35. General Punishment for misdemeanours
36. Sentences cumulative, unless otherwise ordered.
37. Escaped convicts to serve unexpired sentences

when recaptured.

38. (Repealed by Act 1 of 1966)

PART II - CRIMES

Division I - Offences against Public Order

CHAPTER VII

Treason and Other Offences against the Sovereign’s

Authority

39. Treason.

40. Concealment of treason

41. Two witnesses

42, Limitations as to trials for treason.
43, (Repealed)

44, Inciting to mutiny.

45, Aiding in acts of mutiny.

46. Inducing desertion.

47. Aiding prisoner of war to escape.
48. Definition of overt act.

49. Definitions.

50. Power to prohibit importation of
publication.

51. Offences in relation to importation of

prohibited publications.
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52. Delivery of prohibited publication to
police station.

53. Power to examine suspected packages.
54, Seditious intention.

55. Seditious offences.

56. Legal proceedings.

57. Evidence.

58. Unlawful oath to commit capital offence.
59. Other unlawful oaths.

60. Defence of compulsion.

61. Unlawful drilling.

62. Publication of false news with intent to
cause fear and alarm to the public.

62A. Defamation of President.

CHAPTER VIII

Offences affecting Relations with Foreign States and

External

Tranquillity

63.

64.

65.

CHAPTER IX

Defamation of foreign princes.
(Repealed)

Piracy.

Unlawful Societies, Assemblies and Riots and Other

Offences

against Public Tranquillity
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67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

76.
disperse.

77.
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Definition of society and unlawful society.
Managing unlawful society.

Being member of unlawful society.
Prosecutions under sections 67 and 68.
Power of entry, arrest, search, etc.
Declaration by President.

Forfeiture of insignia, etc.

Definition of unlawful assembly and riot.
Punishment of unlawful assembly.
Punishment of riot.

Proclamation for rioters or assembly to

Dispersal of rioters or persons assembled

after proclamation.

78.

79.
proclamation.

80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.

89A.
law.

90.
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Calling on military forces.

Rioting or failure to disperse after

Obstructing proclamation.

Rioters destroying buildings, etc.
Injury to buildings by rioters.
Riotously preventing sailing of ship.
Possession of fire-arms, etc.
Forcible entry.

Forcible detainer.

Affray.

Challenge to a duel.

Threatening violence, etc.

Incitement to violence and disobedience of the

Assembling to smuggle.
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Division II - Offences against the Administration of Lawful

Authority

CHAPTER X

Corruption and the Abuse of Office

91. Official corruption.

92. Extortion by public officers.

93. Receipt of property for favours.

94. Officers with special duties to property.
95. False claims by officials.

96. Abuse of authority of office.

97. False certificates by public officers.
98. Unauthorised administration of oaths.
99. False assumption of authority.

100. Personating public officers.

101. Threat of injury to persons employed in

public services.

CHAPTER XI

Relating to the Administration of justice.

102 Perjury and subornation of perjury.
103. False statement by interpreters.

104. Punishment of perjury and subornation.
105. Evidence on charge of perjury.

105A. Contradictory statements.

106. Fabricating evidence.
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107. False swearing

108. Deceiving witnesses

109. Destroying evidence

110. Conspiracy to defeat justice and interference

with witnesses.

111. Compounding felonies

112. Compounding penal actions.

112A. Misprision of felony.

113. Advertisements for stolen property.

114. Offences relating to judicial proceedings.

114A. Sanction of Attorney General

CHAPTER XII

Rescues and Escapes and Obstructing Officers of Courts
of Law

115. Rescue.

116. Escape.

117. Aiding prisoners to escape.

118. Taking property under lawful seizure.
119. Obstructing court officers.

CHAPTER XIII

Miscellaneous Offences against Public Morality

120. Frauds by public officers.
121. Neglect of duty by public officers.
122. False information to person employed in the

public service
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122A. False reports causing wasteful employment of
police

123. Disobedience of statutory duty.

124. Disobedience of lawful order.

Division Ill - Offences Injurious to the Public in General
CHAPTER XIV

Offences Relating to Religion

125. Insult to religion of any class.

126. Disturbing religious assemblies.

127. Trespassing on burial places, etc.

128. Writing or uttering words with intent to wound
religious feelings.

129. Hindering burial of dead body, etc.

CHAPTER XV

Offences against Morality

130. Sexual assault.

131. (Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)

132. (Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)

133. Abduction.

133A. Abduction of girls under eighteen years.
134. Abduction of girls under sixteen.
135. Sexual interference with a child.
136. Sexual interference with dependant.
136A. Repealed by Act 15 of 1996.

137. Indecent Assault.

138. Procuration.

139. Procuring defilement by threats, etc.
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Householder permitting defilement of girls

under thirteen.

141.

142,

143.

144.

Detention of female in brothel and elsewhere.

Power to search.

Procuring for prostitution for purposes of gain.

Procuring for prostitution, etc., other than for

purposes of gain.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

149A.

150.

151.

151A.

152.

153.

154,

155.

156.

157.

158.

(Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)
Conspiracy to defile.

Abortion.

Abortion by woman with child.

Drugs and instruments for abortion.
Medical termination of pregnancy.
Knowledge of age in offences against women.
Unnatural offences.

Incest.

Display of or traffic in indecent material
Insulting the modesty of a person.
Soliciting.

Brothel.

Living on earnings of prostitution.
(Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)

(Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)

CHAPTER XVI

Offences Relating toMarriage and Domestic Obligations

159.

160.

Fraudulent pretence of marriage.

Bigamy.

10/12/2012 15:51



Penal Code | Seychelles Legal Information Institute

13 of 169

161.
marriage.

162.
163.
164.

165.
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Fraudulently going through ceremony of

Desertion of children.
Neglecting children.
Failure to provide for apprentice or servants.

Child stealing.

CHAPTER XVII

Nuisances and Offences against Health and Convenience

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

173A.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

182A.

Common nuisance.

Gaming houses.

Search warrants.

Presumptions.

Lotteries.

Keeper of premises defined.

Traffic in obscene publications.

Idle and disorderly persons.
Prohibition of consumption of alcoholic liquor.
Rogues and vagabonds.

Wearing of uniform without authority.
Negligent spreading of disease.
Adulteration of food.

Sale of adulterated food.
Adulteration of drugs.

Sale of adulterated drugs.

Fouling water.

Fouling air.

Carrying out advice, etc., in matters of
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witchcraft

183. Lighting Fires, etc.

CHAPTER XVII

Defamation

184. Definition of libel.

185. Definition of defamatory
186. Publication.

187. Unlawful publication.
188. Absolute privilege.

189. Conditional privilege.

190. Good faith.

191. Presumptions as to good faith.

Division IV - Offences against the person

CHAPTER XIX

Murder and Manslaughter

192. Manslaughter.

193. Murder.

194, Punishment of murder.
195. Punishment of manslaughter.
196. Malice aforethought.

196A. Persons suffering from diminished responsibility.

197. Killing and provocation.
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198.

199.

200.

201.
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Provocation defined.
Causing death defined.
Child capable of being killed.

Limitation as to time of death.

CHAPTER XIX

Special Provisions as to Duties Relating to the
Preservation of

Life and Health

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.

Persons having charge.
Head of family.
Masters and mistresses.

Person doing dangerous act.

Person in charge of dangerous thing.

CHAPTER XXI

Offences Connected with Murder and Suicide

207.

208.

209.

210.

211,

212,

213.

214,

215.

Attempt to murder.

Attempt to murder by convict.
Accessory after the fact to murder.
Written threat to murder.
Conspiracy to murder.

Complicity in another's suicide.
Suicide pacts.

Infanticide.

Killing unborn child.
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216. Concealment of birth.

CHAPTER XXII

Offences Endangering Life or Health

217. Disabling with intent to commit crime.
218. Stupefying with intent.
219. Acts intended to cause grievous harm or to

prevent arrests.

220. Preventing escape from wreck.
221. Grievous harm.

222. Placing explosive with intent.
223. Administering poison.

224, Unlawful wounding or poisoning.
225. Failure to supply necessaries.
226. Surgical operation.

227. Excess of force.

228. Consent.

CHAPTER XXIII

Criminal Recklessness and Negligence

229. Reckless and negligent acts.

230. Other negligent acts causing harm.

231. Dealing in poisonous substances in negligent
manner.

232. Exhibition of false lights, mark or buoy.

233. Unsafe or overloaded vessel.

234. Obstructing public way or navigation.

CHAPTER XXIV

Assaults
235. Common assault.
236. Assaults occasioning actual bodily harm.
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237. Assaults on persons protecting wrecks.
238. Assaults punishable with five years'
imprisonment.

CHAPTER XXV

Offences Against Liberty

239. Definition of Kidnapping from Seychelles.
240. Kidnapping from lawful guardianship.

241. Abduction.

242. Punishment for kidnapping.

243. Kidnapping or abducting with intent to murder.
244, Kidnapping with intent

245. Kidnapping with intent to do harm, slavery,
etc.

246. Wrongfully concealing kidnapped person.
247. Kidnapping child with intent to steal.

248. Punishment for wrongful confinement.

249, Buying or disposing of a person as slave.
250. Slave dealing.

251. Forced labour.

Division V - Offences relating to Property

CHAPTER XXVI

Theft

252. Things capable of being stolen.

253. Definition of theft.

254, Special cases.

255, Funds held on trust or under direction.
256. Funds received by agents for sale.
257. Money received for another.

258. Theft by owner.

259. Husband and wife.
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260.

261.

262.

263.

264.

265.

266.

267.

268.

269.

270.
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General punishment for theft.

Stealing wills.

Stealing postal matter.

Stealing cattle.

Stealing from the person, in transit, etc.
Stealing by public servants.

Stealing by clerks or servants.

Stealing by directors or officers of companies.
Stealing by agents.

Stealing by tenants or lodgers.

Stealing after previous conviction.

CHAPTER XXVII

Offences Allied to Stealing

271.

272.

273.

274.

275.

276.

277.

278.

279.

Concealing registers.

Concealing wills.

Concealing title deeds.

Killing animal with intent to steal.
Severing with intent to steal.

Fraudulent disposal of mortgaged goods.
Fraudulent dealing with ores.

Fraudulent appropriation of power.

Unlawful use of vehicles, animals, etc.

CHAPTER XXVIII

Robbery and Extortion

280.

281.

282.

283.

284.

Definition of robbery.
Punishment of robbery.
Attempted robbery.
Assault with intent to steal.

Demanding property by written threat.
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285. Threatening to accuse of crime with intent to
extort.

286. Procuring execution of deed by threats.

287. Demanding thing with threats with intent to
steal.

CHAPTER XXIX

Burglary, Housebreaking and Similar Offences

288. Definition of breaking and entering.

289. Breaking and entering dwelling-houses, etc.
290. Entering dwelling-house with intent.

291. Breaking into shop, etc., and committing
felony.

292. Breaking into shop, etc., with intent.

293. Armed, etc., with intent to commit felony.
294, Criminal trespass.

295. Forfeiture of housebreaking instruments.

CHAPTER XXX

False Pretences

296. Definition of a false pretence.

297. Obtaining goods by false pretence.
298. Obtaining execution of security by false
pretence.

299. Cheating.

299A. Issuing cheque without provision.

300. Obtaining credit by false pretence.

301. Conspiracy to defraud.

302. Frauds on sale or mortgage of property.
303. Pretending to deal in witchcraft and offences

connected therewith.

304. Obtaining registration by false pretence.
305. False declaration for passport
306. Possession of unauthorised weights, measures.
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307. Possession of false weights.
308. Use of false instrument for weighing or false
weight.

CHAPTER XXXI

Receiving Property Stolen or Unlawful Obtained and Like

Offences

3009. Receiving property stolen or unlawfully
obtained.

310. Unlawful possession.

311. Tracing possession.

312. Receiving property dishonestly acquired outside
Seychelles.

CHAPTER XXXII

Frauds by Trustees and Persons in a Position of Trust and
False Accounting

313. Fraudulent conversion by trustees.

314. Misappropriation and fraud by directors, and
officers of corporation, etc.

315. Fraudulent publications as to companies, etc.
316. Fraudulent accounting by clerk.

317. Fraudulent accounting by public officer.

Division VI - Malicious Injuries to Property
CHAPTER XXXIII

Offences Causing Injury to Property

318. Arson.

319. Attempts to commit arson.

320. Setting fire to crops, etc.

321. Attempts to set fire to crops, etc.
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322. Casting away ships.

323. Attempts to cast away ships.

324. Injuring animals.

325. Other malicious injuries; general and special

punishments.

326. Attempted destruction by explosives.

327. Spreading infectious disease among animals.
328. Boundary marks - removal of.

329. Government boundary marks - damage to.
330. Threats to burn or destroy.

Division VII - Forgery, Coining and Counterfeiting

CHAPTER XXXIV

Definitions

331. Definition of forgery

332. Document.

333. Making a false document.
334. Intent to defraud.

CHAPTER XXXV

Punishments for Forgery

335. General punishment for forgery.

336. Forgeries punishable by imprisonment for life.
337. Forgeries punishable by imprisonment for ten
years.

338. Forgeries punishable by imprisonment for

Seven years.

339. Uttering false documents.

340. Uttering cancelled or exhausted documents.
341. Procuring execution by false pretence.

342. Obliterating crossing on cheques.

343. Making documents without authority.
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344. Demanding property on forged will.

345. Importing and purchasing forged bank notes.
346. Falsifying warrants for money.

347. Falsification of register.

348. False certificate of marriage.

349. False statement for registration.

CHAPTER XXXVI

Offences Relating to Coin and Bank and Currency Notes

350. Definitions.

351. Counterfeiting coin.

352. Preparation for coining.

353. Making or having in possession paper or

implements of forgery.

354, Clipping.

355. Melting down of currency.

35_6. Impounding and destruction of counterfeit
coin.

357. Possession of clippings.

358. Uttering counterfeit coin.

359. Repeated uttering.

360. Uttering metal or coin not current as coin.
361. Selling articles bearing designs in imitation of
currency.

362. Exporting counterfeit coin.

363. Forfeiture of counterfeit coin, etc.

Counterfeit Stamps

364. Possession of die for purpose of making
stamps.
365. Possession of paper for making stamps.

CHAPTER XXXVII

Personation
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366. General penalty for Personation.

367. Falsely making acknowledgement.

368. Personation of person named in certificate.
369. Lending certificate for Personation.

370. Personating person named in a testimonial.
371. Lending testimonial.

CHAPTER XXXVIII

Secret Commissions and Corrupt Practices

372. Interpretation.

373. Corrupt practices.

374. Secret commission on Government contracts.
375. Presumption as to corrupt practices

376. Consent of Attorney General to prosecution.

Division VIII -Attempts and Conspiracies and Accessories

after the fact
CHAPTER XXXIX

Attempts

377. Attempt defined.

377A. Soliciting or inciting others to commit offence.

378. General punishment for attempts.

379. Punishment for attempts to commit certain
felonies.

380. Neglect to prevent commission of a felony.
CHAPTER XL

Conspiracies
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381. Conspiracy to commit felony.
382. Conspiracy to commit misdemeanours.
383. Other conspiracies.

CHAPTER XLI

Accessories after the Fact

384. Definition.
385. Punishment of accessories to felonies.
386. Punishment of accessories to misdemeanours.

PART I - GENERAL PROVISIONS
CHAPTER I
Preliminary

1. This Act may be cited as The Penal Code and
hereinafter is referred to as “this Code".

3. Nothing in this Code shall affect -

(a) the liability, trial or punishment of a person for an
offence against any law in force in Seychelles other than
this Code; or

(b) the liability of a person to be tried or punished for
an offence under the provisions of any law in force in
Seychelles relating to the jurisdiction of the courts of
Seychelles in respect of acts done beyond the ordinary
jurisdiction of such courts; or

(c) the power of any court to punish a person for
contempt of such court; or
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(c) the person non-accidentally touches the other
person with the person’s sexual organ;

(d) the person penetrates any part of the body orifice
of the other person for a sexual purpose.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1), a victim is
dependent upon, or is under the legal authority of a
person if the person is the guardian of or has control or
custody over or care of the victim or was at the time
living in the same household as the victim and was in a
position of authority over the victim.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (1) a person is

closely related to a victim if the person is the father,
mother, brother or half-brother, sister or half-sister,

grandfather or grandmother of the victim.

136A. (Repealed by Act 15 of 1996)

137. Any person who does an indecent act -

(a) in the public view;

(b) in a public place in the presence of one or more
persons; or

(c) in any place, with intent thereby to insult or offend
any person,

is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for five
years.

138. Any person who -
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(a) procures or attempts to procure any girl or woman
under the age of twenty-one years, not being a common
prostitute or of known immoral character, to have
unlawful carnal connection, either in Seychelles or
elsewhere, with any other person or persons; or

(b) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl
to become, either in Seychelles or elsewhere, a common
prostitute; or

(c) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl
to leave Seychelles, with intent that she may become an
inmate of or frequent a brothel elsewhere; or

(d) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl
to leave her usual place of abode in Seychelles (such
place not being a brothel), with intent that she may, for
the purposes of prostitution, become an inmate of or
frequent a brothel either in Seychelles or elsewhere,

is guilty of a misdemeanour:

Provided that no person shall be convicted of any offence
under this section upon the evidence of one witness only,
unless such witness be corroborated in some material
particular by evidence implicating the accused.

139. Any person who -

(a) by threats or intimidation procures or attempts to
procure any woman or girl to have any unlawful
connection, either in Seychelles or elsewhere; or

(b) by false pretences or false representations
procures any woman or girl, not being a common
prostitute or of known immoral character, to have any
unlawful carnal connection, either in Seychelles or
elsewhere; or

(c) applies, administers to, or causes to be taken by
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any woman or girl any drug, matter, or thing with intent
to stupefy or overpower so as thereby to enable any
person to have unlawful carnal connection with such
woman or girl,

is guilty of a misdemeanour:

Provided that no person shall be convicted of an offence
under this section upon the evidence of one witness only,
unless such witness be corroborated in some material
particular by evidence implicating the accused.

140. (1) Any person who, being the owner or
occupier of premises or having or acting or assisting in
the management or control thereof, induces or knowingly
suffers any girl under the age of thirteen years to resort
to or be upon such premises for the purpose of being
unlawfully and carnally known by any man, whether such
carnal knowledge is intended to be with any particular
man or generally, is guilty of a felony, and is liable to
imprisonment for five years.

(2) Any person who, being the owner or occupier of
premises or having or assisting in the management or
control thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any girl not
under the age of thirteen years but under the age of
fifteen years to resort to or be upon such premises for
the purpose of being unlawfully and carnally known by
any man, whether such carnal knowledge is intended to
be with any particular man or generally, is guilty of a
misdemeanour.

(3) It shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under
this section if it shall be made to appear to the court
before whom the charge shall be brought that the person
so charged had reasonable cause to believe and did in
fact believe that the girl was of or above the age of
fifteen years.

141. Any person who detains any woman or girl
against her will -

(@) in or upon any premises with intent that she may
be unlawfully and carnally known by any man, whether
any particular man or generally; or
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(b) in any brothel,

is guilty of a misdemeanour.

When a woman or girl is in or upon any premises the
purpose of having any unlawful carnal connection, or is in
any brothel, a person shall be deemed to detain such
woman or girl in or upon such premises or in such
brothel, if, with intent to compel or induce her to remain
in or upon such premises or in such brothel, such person
withholds from such woman or girl any wearing apparel
or other property belonging to her, or where wearing
apparel has been lent or otherwise supplied to such
woman or girl by or by the directions of such person,
such person threatens such woman or girl with legal
proceedings if she takes away with her the wearing
apparel so lent or supplied.

No legal proceedings, whether civil or criminal, shall be
taken against any such woman or girl for taking away or
being found in possession of any such wearing apparel as
was necessary to enable her to leave such premises or
brothel.

142, If it appears to any magistrate, on information
made before him on oath by any parent, relative or
guardian of any woman or girl or other person who, in
the opinion of the magistrate, is acting bona fide in the
interests of any woman or girl, that there is reasonable
cause to suspect that such woman or girl is unlawfully
detained for immoral purposes by any person in any
place within the jurisdiction of such magistrate, such
magistrate may issue a warrant authorising the person
named therein to search for, and, when found, to take to
and detain in a place of safety such woman or girl until
she can be brought before a magistrate; and the
magistrate before whom such woman or girl is brought
may cause her to be delivered up to her parents or
guardians, or otherwise dealt with as circumstances may
permit and require.

A magistrate issuing such warrant may, by the same or
any other warrant, cause any person accused of so
unlawfully detaining such woman or girl to be
apprehended and brought before a magistrate and
proceedings to be taken for punishing such person
according to law.

10/12/2012 15:51



Penal Code | Seychelles Legal Information Institute

84 of 169

http://www.seylii.org/sc/l egi sl atiorvconsoli dated-act/158

A woman or girl shall be deemed to be unlawfully
detained for immoral purposes if she is so detained for
the purpose of being unlawfully and carnally known by
any man, whether any particular man or generally, and -

(a) eitheris under the age of fifteen years; or

(b) if she is of or over the age of fifteen years and
under the age of eighteen years, is so detained against
her will or against the will of her father or mother or of
any person having the lawful care or charge of her; or

(c) if she is of or over the age of eighteen years and
is so detained against her will.

Any person authorised by warrant under this section to
search for any woman or girl so detained as aforesaid
may enter (if need be by force) any house, building, or
other place mentioned in the warrant, and may remove
such woman therefrom.

143. Whoever for purposes of gain -

(a) procures, entices or leads away, for purposes of
prostitution, another person (even with the consent of
that other person); or

(b) exploits, or is an accessory in, the prostitution of
another person (even with the consent of that other
person), or the illicit carnal connection of two other
persons,

is guilty of a misdemeanour.

144. Whoever -

(@) procures, entices or leads away, for purposes
prostitution, another person (even with the consent of
that other person); or
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